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INSPIRATION:

Natural:
Some writers write because they have to.  What about others who don’t normally have that natural drive, or what about those with natural drive that dries up?

Muses:

Don’t have one? Find one! Could be a partner, a friend, a collaborator. Could be novels, television, radio or magazines. Could be other songs. Could be taking a long walk or meditation. Nothing works for everybody but something works for everybody.

Record your thoughts:

If you have an idea, a creative thought, a good line, a whole verse comes to you in a dream – WRITE IT DOWN!!!!!  Why? As much as you might believe it at the time, you are NOT going to remember it later.

Keep a pad and pen with you at all times or a device to record voice notes (including bedside!)

You may hear something incorrectly but it turns out to be something to write about

You may read a sign or something else incorrectly that might be a good title or topic

Foundation:

Usually the creative thought or idea you have becomes the foundation on which to build the song. Sometimes it’s the hook, sometimes it’s verse or chorus material, sometimes it works in the bridge….either way, it’s what came to you first and is the first stone of your structure. The rest is built (or “written”) around it. You may even end up in a completely different direction than you started, but that’s okay!
RESOURCES:

To keep this flowing, you may find that certain resources will assist you for additional ideas, or facts, if needed, to fill in the wholes.  Such resources include the internet (research your topic to learn more about it and gain some additional insight) or books about what the song is about.

Rhyming Dictionary – it’s more than finding a rhyming word. Sometimes it opens the door for concept and content.

Books:

The Artist’s Way: http://www.theartistsway.com/
6 Steps to Songwriting Success: http://www.jasonblume.com/221643.html
12 Steps to Building Better Songs: http://www.writesongs.com/
101 Songwriting Wrongs: http://www.writesongs.com/
Review hit song lyrics – how do they flow? What is the structure?
